
Audit Committee Minutes 17 June 2019 

Audit Committee 
Minutes 

17 June 2019 | Meeting commenced at 6.00 pm 
Council Chamber 

401 Greenhill Road, Tusmore 

Members: Mr David Powell - Chair (Independent) 
Councillor Henschke 
Councillor Jones (Proxy) 
Mr Roberto Bria (Independent) 
Mr Stephen Coates (Independent)  

Guests: Galpins Representative 

Apologies 

Mayor Anne Monceaux 

Leave of Absence 

Nil 

Confirmation of Minutes 

Recommendation 

A4149 

That the Minutes of the Audit Committee meeting held on 15 April 2019 be taken as read 
and confirmed, with the following amendment to be inserted: 

“Other Business – Roberto Bria raised a question in regard to the nature of the Special 
Meetings held at Council and whether there were any risk management matters that 
needed to be advised.” 

Moved Roberto Bria, Seconded Stephen Coates CARRIED 

Action List Review and Policy Tracking Table (For Noting) 

To be presented to next meeting.  
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Reports of Officers 
 
Internal Audit Update – Legislative Compliance (5.1) 
 
Motion 
 
A4150 
 
1. That the Report be received. 

2. That the Audit Committee note the Internal Audit report for Legislative Compliance 
and the Administration’s responses to the recommendations made.  

Moved Roberto Bria, Seconded Councillor Henschke     CARRIED 
 
 
Operational Risk Register (5.2) 
 
Motion 
 
A4151 
 
1. That the Report is received. 

2. That the updated Operational Risk Register be presented to Council. 

Moved Stephen Coates, Seconded Roberto Bria      CARRIED 
 
 
Report On Actions – 2019 Work Health and Safety and Return to Work Plan (5.3) 
 
Motion 
 
A4152 
 
That the Report be received. 

Moved Councillor Jones, Seconded Roberto Bria      CARRIED 
 
 
External Audit Update (5.4) 
 
Motion 
 
A4153 
 
1. That the Report be received. 

2. That the Audit Committee note the Interim Audit Management Letter issued by the 
External Auditors for the financial year ended 30 June 2019 and the Administration’s 
response to these matters. 

Moved Roberto Bria, Seconded Stephen Coates      CARRIED 
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Fees and Charges Policy Reviews (5.5) 
 
Motion 
 
A4154 
 
1. That the Report be received. 

2. That the draft (new version) of the Fees and Charges Non Rates Policy and the draft 
(new version) of the Fees and Charges Non Rates – Waivers, discounts and 
Subsidies Policy be endorsed and presented to Council for consideration and 
adoption. 

Moved Roberto Bria, Seconded Councillor Jones      CARRIED 
 
 
Entertainment and Hospitality Policy (New) (5.6) 
 
Motion 
 
A4155 
 
1. That the Report be received. 

2. That the draft Entertainment and Hospitality Policy be endorsed and presented to 
Council for consideration and adoption, with the recommended amendments 
proposed by the Audit Committee. 

Moved Councillor Jones, Seconded Stephen Coates      CARRIED 
 
 
2019/20 Annual Business Plan and Budget and Long Term Financial Plan (5.7) 
 
Motion 
 
A4156 
 
1. That the Report be received. 

2. That the Audit Committee support the 2019/20 Annual Business Plan and Budget and 
the 2019/20 Long Term Financial Plan.  

3. That the 2019/20 Annual Business Plan and Budget and 2019/20 Long Term 
Financial plan be presented to Council for adoption at the 25 June 2019 meeting. 

Moved Stephen Coates, Seconded Roberto Bria      CARRIED 
 
 
ERA Water (Standing Item) 
 
Verbal Update – The Group Manager Finance and Governance provided an update on the 
status of the ERA Water Independent Report sought by Council including an outcome of the 
procurement process undertaken.  
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Confidential Items 
 
External Audit Appointment (6.1) 
 
A4157 
 
Pursuant to section 90(2) of the Local Government Act 1999, the Committee orders that all 
members of the public, except the Members of the Council Audit Committee, the General 
Manager Corporate and Development, the Group Manager Finance and Governance and 
the Principal Executive Officer be excluded from attendance at the meeting for Item 6.1 
‘External Audit Appointment’. 
 
The Committee is satisfied that pursuant to section 90(3)(d) of the Act, the information to be 
received, discussed or considered in relation to this Agenda is commercial information of a 
confidential nature (not being a trade secret) the disclosure of which could reasonably be 
expected to prejudice the commercial position of the person who supplied the information or 
confer a commercial advantage on a third party and furthermore the Committee is satisfied 
that pursuant to section 90(3)(k) of the Act the information relates to tenders for the 
provision of services to the Council. 
 
The public interest in disclosing to the public the full details of the evaluation at this stage 
would on balance be outweighed by the public interest, in section 90(3)(d) of the Local 
Government Act 1999, in the Committee being able to discuss sensitive information for 
consideration in confidence without fear of prejudicing the commercial position of the 
tenderers who supplied the information or conferring a commercial advantage to market 
competitors of the tenderers supplying the information.  
 
The principle that the meeting be conducted in a place open to the public has been 
outweighed in these circumstances because the disclosure of this information could 
reasonably be expected be used by market competitors to achieve an advantage over the 
tenderers supplying the information and because it relates to a tender for services to the 
Council, which tender has not yet been awarded. 
 
Moved Roberto Bria, Seconded Councillor Henschke     CARRIED 
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Motion 
 
A4158 
 
Confidential 
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Confidentiality Recommendation 

A4159 

1. That having considered Agenda Item 6.1 ‘External Audit Appointment’ in confidence 
under section 90(3)(d) and section 90(3)(k) of the Local Government Act 1999, the 
Council, pursuant to section 91(7) of that Act orders that: 

1.1. The report, minutes and attachments relating to Agenda Item 6.1 ‘External Audit 
Appointment’ remain confidential pursuant to section 90(3)(d) of the Local 
Government Act 1999 as the information is commercial information of a 
confidential nature (not being a trade secret) the disclosure of which could 
reasonably be expected to prejudice the commercial position of the person who 
supplied the information or confer a commercial advantage on a third party and 
section 90(3)(k) as the information relates to tenders for the provision of 
services to the Council.  

1.2. The public interest in disclosing to the public the full details of the evaluation at 
this stage would on balance be outweighed by the public interest, in section 
90(3)(d) of the Local Government Act 1999, in the Committee being able to 
discuss sensitive information for consideration in confidence without fear of 
prejudicing the commercial position of the tenderers who supplied the 
information or conferring a commercial advantage to market competitors of the 
tenderers supplying the information.  

1.3. The principle that the meeting be conducted in a place open to the public has 
been outweighed in these circumstances because the disclosure of this 
information could reasonably be expected be used by market competitors to 
achieve an advantage over the tenderers supplying the information and because 
it relates to a tender for services to the Council, which tender has not yet been 
awarded. 

1.4. The report, minutes and attachments will not be available for public inspection 
for a period of 12 months at which time this order will be revoked / reviewed by 
the Chief Executive Officer (CEO); and 

1.5. The order will be reviewed at least once every 12 months by the CEO. 

2. That for the item named in clause 1 and associated sub clauses, unless: 

2.1. the period in respect of any order made under section 91(7) of the Local 
Government Act 1999 lapses; or 

2.2. Council resolves to revoke an order made under section 91(7) of the Local 
Government Act 1999; or 

2.3. the CEO determines, pursuant to the delegated authority which this resolution 
provides, that the order be revoked; 

any discussion of the Audit Committee on the matter and any recording made of 
those discussions are to be treated as confidential. 

3. This order is subject to section 91(8)(b) of the Act which provides that details of the 
identity of the successful tenderer must be released once Council has made a 
selection. In addition, section 91(8)(ba) of the Act requires details of the amount(s) 
payable by the Council under a contract for the provision of external audit services 
must be released once the contract has been entered into by all concerned parties. 

Moved Roberto Bria, Seconded Stephen Coates      CARRIED 
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Other Business 
 
The Chair of the Audit Committee provided a verbal update related to the matters raised 
under other business of the 15 April 2019 meeting in regards to Special Meetings of 
Council, noting that Mr Powell was invited to the Special Meeting on 5 June 2019. Mr 
Powell advised the Committee on this date that he left the Chamber prior to any confidential 
business being raised or discussed.  
 
Forward Program 
 
Noted 
 
 
Correspondence 
 
Nil 
 
 
Date of Next Meeting 
 
That the Audit Committee convenes on the 19 August 2019. 
 
 
Closure 
 
The meeting concluded at 9.27pm. 
 
Minutes confirmed this    day of     2019 
 
 
 
 

Chairperson 
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