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Acting General Manager’s Report

Collection Service

East Waste continues to provide a kerbside
collection, on a weekly basis, for its constituent
Councils and for the City of Unley as a client
Council.  This collection equates to a service
to 37% of metropolitan Adelaide.  No new
contracts were entered into during the year,
but the foundations were laid to enable an
increase in clients in future years.

Hard Refuse

This service was provided for the City of

Norwood Payneham & St Peters and the City
of Mitcham.  We believe that the service can
be offered to all Constituent Councils at a very
competitive rate, and discussions are
continuing for this to occur.

Hooklift Operations

The service was still provided throughout the
year, albeit on a limited basis, and a review of
the service is to be carried out.

Landfill Diversion Rates

These rates have continued to remain high,
but householders do need to be supported
with education to ensure the rates of diversion
of waste to landfill  are maintained.

Bio-Bag Food Organics Trial

This trial, carried out with the assistance of
Councils and Zero Waste SA, allowed
household waste to be placed in the Green
Organics Bin in several trial areas.  This has
proven to be successful and will continue until
February, 2010 when it will be evaluated.

Success of Bio-Diesel

The conversion of our vehicle fleet in the first
half of the 2008/2009 year to a 20% BioBlend
diesel, returned a savings to us as well as
contributing to a greener environment.

Staffing Structure

The Authority continues to have a small staff
structure to support its activities, and this has
contributed to the success of the Authority.  A
new Enterprise Agreement was approved for
all Drivers after much discussion and
negotiation, and this has contributed to
efficiencies within the organisation.

Approval has been given to employ an
Accountant and this will result in enhanced
financial reporting on site and will provide
timely advice to the Board to enable informed
decisions to be made.

Judith G Jones
Acting General Manager
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Highbury Landfill Authority 
 

C/- 21 RUNDLE STREET, KENT TOWN  SA  5067 

ANNUAL REPORT 2008/2009 
 
BURNSIDE 

        
    Cr Peter Pavan   Cr Andrew Hillier 
        Chairman               (Proxy) 

 
 

WALKERVILLE 

         
    Mayor                 Mark Draper  

     David Whiting             (Proxy) 
    Board Member  

GOVERNANCE AND ADMINISTRATION 
The composition of the Highbury Landfill Authority’s (HLA) Board remained the same 
throughout the year. The Independent Board Member, Mr Paul Lightbody, whose term 
expired in May 2009, has been reappointed by the Member Councils for the 2009/2010 
financial year.  
 
The Board oversaw the implementation of the Highbury Landfill Closure Plan with work 
substantially completed in March 2009. This work involved a major construction contract 
with Lucas Earthmovers and the work was completed on time and within acceptable 
budgeted tolerance.  
 
A comprehensive confidential report on the post-closure management of the Highbury 
Landfill was received by the Board in May 2009 and referred to Member Councils. A 
briefing was coordinated for all interested parties from all Member Councils and a copy of 
this report provided to each Elected Member.  
 
HLA and the Board has estimated the cost of maintaining the Highbury Landfill according to 
the Environmental Protection Authority (EPA) Licence for the next 25 years and provided a 
provision in HLA’s accounts.  
 
Now that the Highbury Landfill Authority enters the Post-Closure Management phase for the 
Highbury Landfill, the HLA Charter will be reviewed in the 2009/2010 financial year. 

NORWOOD, PAYNEHAM & 
ST PETERS 

        
Cr John Minney    Peter Perilli 
Board Member          (Proxy) 

 
INDEPENDENT MEMBER 

 
Paul Lightbody 

 
 

CLOSURE & POST-CLOSURE MANAGEMENT OF THE HIGHBURY LANDFILL 
 
The Closure Plan Completed in March 2009 

Key features of the Closure Plan works are:  
Original landfill site 

 Progressive work to cap the site 
 
 
Reprofiled and capped site 
 being covered with mulch 

              Completed site 
 

• Recontouring of the site to drain surface water predominantly to a wetland that 
was designed to hold a 1 in 100 year rain event. 

• The reprofiled site was covered with a Geosynthetic Clay Liner (GCL) that is 
impervious to water and landfill gas.   

• This GCL was covered with 800mm of growing medium made up of clayey soil. 
• 100mm of topsoil and mulch covers the growing medium. 
• Revegetation with native plants is to be completed late 2009 following winter 

rains. 
• The site is completely fenced. 
• The western original quarry faces have been stabilised and made safe.  These 

faces have been fenced along the clifftop. 
• A leachate pond has been constructed on site for leachate discharged from 

landfill gas extraction and is fully fenced. 
• 6 kilometres of trench under the GCL cap has been installed to allow landfill gas 

that is not captured by the gas extraction system to vent to the atmosphere.  
This is double the trenching of the original design to improve landfill gas 
management.  

• Access tracks have been established for easy maintenance and emergency 
vehicle access. 

• A bore has been established on the site to aid irrigation and fire fighting 
capability. 

• An automated monitoring system for the boundary landfill gas bores has been 
established with 24/7 data logging linked to an SMS alert when landfill gas 
measurement thresholds are exceeded. 

• Additional landfill gas extraction wells were drilled on the western boundary prior to the 
GCL cap being completed. 

Environmental Monitoring of the Site 
HLA has a requirement to continually monitor the landfill site to ensure that it conforms to the conditions set out in the EPA licence. Groundwater and 
surface water monitoring is undertaken by URS and results provided to the EPA. Similarly, landfill gas is monitored on a 24/7 basis by automated 
stations which is complimented by weekly monitoring by Energy Developments Ltd (EDL) who operate the power station and Golder Associates 
providing independent expert monitoring and advice.  
 
Green Electricity Production 
HLA leases the site to EDL to collect landfill gas that in turn fuels a generator producing green energy into the power grid seven days a week for 
approximately sixteen hours a day. This landfill gas collection system helps ensure that all the methane produced is captured and beneficially used in 
electricity production.  

TEL:  08 8363 9100  FAX:  08 8363 9725  EMAIL:  trevor@tjhms.com.au 
  



Highbury Landfill Authority 
 

MEMBER COUNCILS 

                         

                                                  
 

Communication with our Neighbours and Tea Tree Gully Council (TTG)  
A site tour was conducted on 23 February 2009.  Those who attended the tour included representatives from all Member Councils, the Mayor 
and CEO of TTG Council, and Ms Marina Wagner and Mr Patrick Nganga from the EPA.  Feedback from the inspection was extremely 
positive, particularly noting that the project is in line with the original budget and timelines. 
 
Ministerial Development Planning Amendment (DPA) 
HLA has responded to the Ministerial DPA to rezone land adjacent the landfill for residential development. HLA’s submission sought to ensure 
that the EPA buffer distances for landfills of 500m was maintained. The submission also requested that the Minister not approve any change of 
land use until a complete environmental audit had been undertaken and signed off as fit for purpose for the intended land use by an 
environmental auditor.  

 
FINANCIAL SUMMARY FOR THE YEAR ENDED 30 JUNE 2009 

 INCOME STATEMENT AS AT 30 JUNE 2009   BALANCE SHEET AS AT 30 JUNE 2009

 2009 2008
 

 2009 2008

 $ $   CURRENT ASSETS   

REVENUE   Cash 868,713 
  

84,204 

Highbury levy 77,000 
  

77,000 Investments LGFA 62,193 
  

2,202,457 

Interest Received 101,319 
  

223,721 Receivables 131,036  

Sundry Income 3,600 
  

4,100 Loan East Waste  
  

845,036 

TOTAL REVENUE 181,919 
  

304,821 Other 61,404 
  

6,734 

EXPENSES   Total Current Assets 1,123,346 
  

3,138,431 

Materials Contracts & Other Expenses 188,022 
  

289,437 NON-CURRENT ASSETS   

Finance Costs 508 
  

       505 Plant & Equipment 50,217 
  

7,161 

Depreciation 4,688 1,793 Total Non-Current Assets 50,217 
  

7,161 

Highbury Closure Provision 3,696,308 
  

2,176,179 TOTAL ASSETS 1,173,563 
  

3,145,592 

TOTAL OPERATING EXPENSES 3,889,526 
  

2,467,914 LIABILITIES   

NET (DEFICIT) RESULTING  
FROM OPERATIONS (3,707,607) 

  
(2,163,093) CURRENT LIABILITIES   

   Trade and Other Payables 835,076           24,990 

   Other 5,460             4,040 

   Provisions 800,000       4,790,351 

   Total Current Liabilities 1,640,536       4,819,381 

   NON CURRENT LIABILITIES   

   Provisions 3,129,297  

   
TOTAL NON CURRENT 
LIABILITIES 3,129,297 nil 

   TOTAL  LIABILITIES  4,769,833       4,819,381 

   NET ASSETS (3,596,270) 
  

(1,673,789) 

   EQUITY   

   Accumulated Deficit (3,596,270) 
  

(1,673,789) 

   TOTAL EQUITY (3,596,270)    (1,673,789) 
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