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Footpath projects can either involve construction of a new footpath or renewal of an existing footpath.  

New footpaths are installed only when the results of a community consultation process indicate they are 

supported by the majority of local residents, in line with Council’s Footpath Policy.  

Renewal of footpaths by comparison, generally occurs where the condition of an existing footpath has 

reached a point where replacement is warranted. Footpaths are prioritised for renewal taking into account 

safety aspects, usage and maintenance requirements. 

This guide provides further information on footpath construction.  Council understands that the works near 

your property may be inconvenient and letting us know your concerns early will allow us to discuss and 

work through any issues with you.  

 

Gen era l  in fo rm at ion  

Fo o t p a th  Lo ca t ion  

New footpaths are generally 1550mm wide.  Localised narrowing will sometimes be required to avoid 

trees or other obstacles, and alignment of the path is also chosen to avoid any trees or obstacles. 

Contractors need to prepare the ground to at least 150mm wider than the footpath width in order to install 

the new pavers and concrete haunch.  Note that no trees are removed to accommodate new footpaths. 

Renewed footpaths will generally be constructed in the same location as the existing footpath and similar 

to new footpaths, will generally be around 1550mm wide. 

As part of the program, any bitumen, rubble, or grass driveway crossovers will be upgraded at Council’s 

cost to Council’s standard block paving to ensure consistency and safety for pedestrians and footpath 

users. Unless requested otherwise, any existing driveway crossover made of other materials, such as 

concrete or non-Council pavers, will be retained and the new footpath constructed up to each edge.   

If there is a narrow strip between the new footpath and your property boundary, Council will infill this with 

either loam or dolomite sand as part of the works.  You can request to have this area infilled with pavers if 

you prefer, however this may be at your cost (dependent on the size of the area). As a guide, the 

approximate cost for a typical installation is between $20 and $30 per metre of frontage depending on 

width and material. 

 

Proposed work to be 
undertaken 

The proposed works are listed 

below and mapped out in the 

attached plan. 

• Remove the existing 

bluestone kerb and 

constructing a new 

concrete kerb and gutter 

(dark grey colour) on the 

North side of Moar Street. 

• Storing the bluestone kerb 

for reuse in Eastwood 

within a historical 

conservation residential 

policy area.  
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V erges 

Upon completion of the footpath construction, Council will reinstate any disturbed grassed verges with 

loam soil and gravel verges with dolomite sand.  If you wish to landscape your verge area in a different 

manner please advise the contact officer who will issue you with a reference guide and request form for 

Council approval.  Any landscaping approved through this process would generally be undertaken at the 

cost of the requesting resident.   

Un d ergro u n d  In fra st ru c t u re  

IMPORTANT: Where possible, please mark the location of any existing PIPES / WIRING / IRRIGATION on 

the verge before footpath works begin. 

Residents with any underground infrastructure especially wiring on or near council verge should clearly 

identify the location/s before the works start.  Council’s Contractor will take the utmost care not to damage 

your infrastructure; but it should be noted that Council will not be responsible for damage if you have not 

marked the location of the services. 

St o rm w a t er  Dra in a ge  

If you have marked existing pipes and they are still damaged as a result of the works, Council will replace 

with a 90mm PVC pipe.  If the existing damaged pipe is a different size, you may be required to supply the 

alternative pipe and end joiners. 

P o p -u p / Un d ergro u n d  Sp r in k ler  Sy st em s 

Noting the standard dimensions of Council’s footpath (1700mm wide excavation, 150mm deep) there may 

be some instances where sprinklers need to be relocated to account for a new or widened footpath.  

If a system exists please clearly mark it before the new footpath works begin. If clearly marked, Council will 

replace or relocate any irrigation crossing under the new footpath. 

V eget a t ion  

In order to minimise damage to your vegetation, such as hedges and tree branches, Council request that 

you please cut back any overhanging vegetation and remove any obstructions prior to footpath 

construction occurring.   

Gen era l W o rk s w i t h in  Co un c i l ’ s R o a d  R eserve  B Y  P R IV AT E P R OP ER T Y  OW NER S 

The construction and maintenance of a private property owner’s structures within the road reserve, such 

as household stormwater pipes, driveways and gutter crossings and private landscaping are the 

responsibility of the property owner.  If you would like to undertake any private works within the Council 

verge, please obtain and submit an application form for a Section 221 Authorisation.  

Approval is also required for minor landscaping on the road reserve - such as planting trees, lawn or other 

vegetation, installation of irrigation, and for some activities that may involve interference or removal of 

vegetation from the footpath or road.  

If you want to avoid potentially higher costs by coordinating your works with the footpath construction, 

please submit a Section 221 Application well before the commencement of the footpath construction.  

All forms may be obtained via our website, www.burnside.sa.gov.au under the ‘forms & permits’ section. 
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St o rm w a t er  Dra in a ge  

Conveying stormwater from the house to the kerb is the responsibility of each homeowner and therefore 
new installations or replacing existing malfunctioning pipes is at the homeowner’s cost.  If you require a 
new pipe or wish to modify or repair your existing pipe, please visit our website, www.burnside.sa.gov.au 
and look for the ‘general work on council land’ form under the forms & permits section. 

Co u n c i l  St r eet  T rees  

Council supports residents caring for the verge area in front of their properties such as watering our street 
trees.  For a Council street tree condition assessment, maintenance, trimming, and related enquires 
please lodge a request with our Customer Service Department on 8366 4200. 

Ex ist in g Fo o t p at h s a n d  R o a d s 

For repair of an existing road or footpath not programmed for renewal please lodge a request with our 
Customer Service Department on 8366 4200. 

Ot h er  Freq u en t ly  Ask ed  Qu est io n s 

Q: I do not support having a new footpath in my street – can I contest the planned works? 

A: Council’s current footpath policy states that “Should greater than 50% not wish to have a footpath, the 

General Manager, Urban Services may grant dispensation if it is considered that the footpath does not 

form an essential link in the network. Additionally, the General Manager Urban Services may, at his or her 

discretion, nominate to cease installation of a new footpath in instances where a reasonable proportion of 

residents on the affected side of the road are opposed to its installation, and where those residents have 

put in effort to landscape verges”. 

This feedback is gathered through the responses to the consultation form and survey sent to residents 

prior to works commencing. 

Q: How does Council prioritise footpath construction? 

A: Installation of new footpaths is prioritised based on:  

 the importance of the location within the footpath network;  

 safety;  

 potential usage; and 

 the composition of potential users (eg areas with higher levels of elderly, disabled, or young 
children). 

 
Renewal of existing footpaths is prioritised based on: 

 safety aspects, being a combination of condition, pedestrian volume and composition; 

 the footpath’s importance in the network (linking to other footpaths or reserves in particular); 

 the footpath’s routine maintenance requirements; and 

 potential alignment with other capital works, such that the construction forms part of an overall 
streetscape upgrade. 

 
Q: I have put a lot of effort into landscaping my front yard – how will a new footpath affect this? 

A: Please call Council’s nominated contact officer to discuss further as soon as possible – there may be 
opportunities to make some adjustments to the alignment and width of the path to minimise disturbance to 
landscaping. 

 
 

Please contact the nominated contact officer as soon as you can if you need further information. 

Contact Officer: Peter Broomhead - pbroomhead@burnside.sa.gov.au or phone 8366 4191. 
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